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30th October - 2nd November 2019, Tron Theatre Glasgow 

The Gospel According To Jesus, Queen of Heaven celebrates its ten year 
anniversary with new season at Glasgow’s Tron 

24 July 2019 : In 2009, Jo Clifford’s The Gospel According To Jesus, Queen of Heaven premiered 
at The Tron in Glasgow. Despite protests from religious groups, accusations of blasphemy, and 
attempts to shut it down, this was only the beginning, and ten years on its impact and influence is 
being celebrated with a return to where it started.


Between Tuesday 29 October and Sunday 3 November, Queen Jesus Productions present a 
series of performances, discussions and events marking the anniversary, including a three-night 
run of the original production performed by Jo Clifford on Thursday 31 October, Friday 1 
November (BSL) and Saturday 2 November at 7.45pm.


Wednesday 30 October will see the Scottish premiere of the Brazillian version of Jesus Queen of 
Heaven, O Evangelho Segundo Jesus, Rainha do Ceu , performed by trans artist and activist 
Renata Carvalho, with English subtitles. Similar to the UK, the play has faced huge opposition in 
Brazil, a country with the highest murder rate for queer and trans people in the world - 
performances have been cancelled, the cast have received death threats.


With the election of right-wing president Jair Bolsonaro, opposition has intensified, with serious 
concerns about Renata’s safety in the country. Bolsonaro has himself tweeted about the play. 
Simultaneously, it has been performed extensively across the country, helping to change the 
landscape of theatre in Brazil, becoming a way to celebrate the rich, vibrant trans culture the 
country has, and be a focus of discussion about censorship and the limits of art.


Renata Carvalho commented; “ Queen Jesus opened in Brazil on the 26th August 2016. Since 
then the play has been banned ten times, and suffered attempts to ban it dozens of times more. 
We have had a bomb thrown on stage, suffered the foulest insults, have been threatened with 
death and rape on numerous occasions, and have had armed police invading the stage. But the 



play has also opened up discussions on art, on justice, on politics and on religion.


Jesus Queen of Heaven has given me a stronger professionalism as an artist and has amplified 
my voice as an activist and transpologist (trans+[anthro]pologist). It has taken me to places I 
thought I would never go to and now it is bringing me to Glasgow. What an incredible joy to be 
performing in Scotland. It is like returning to the very beginnings of

it all... Evoe...."


Jo Clifford said: "I've been writing plays for forty years and in that time have written one hundred 
plays.


I'm proud of all of them; but perhaps most proud of this one, because I know it has changed 
trans people's lives for the better".


Saturday 1 November will also see the first rehearsed reading of Untitled 2009 , a new project 
written by playwright Nelly Kelly and directed by David Wood. The play takes as its inspiration a 
GoMA exhibition of the same name: in 2009, a Bible was put on display at GoMA with the notice: 
“If you feel you’ve been excluded from the Bible, please write your way back into it.” Accusations 
of blasphemy followed from churches across Scotland, and globally, but now, a decade on, the 
words that were scrawled into its margins performed, challenged and explored by a dynamic 
ensemble of trans, non-binary and gender non-conforming performers. Untitled 2009 is supported 
by Outspoken Arts Scotland.


As well as reflecting on the past ten years, the week is looking ahead. There will be a series of 
activist workshops curated by Queen Jesus Productions, and post-show discussions reflecting on 
the anniversary, transtheology, censorship and activism, and queer future. A tenth anniversary 
edition of the original script will be published the week of the performances too.


The week of celebration is supported by Creative Scotland National Lottery Funding.


“Ten years since its first performance, the show has lost none of its bite, power, or relevancy. In 
fact, thanks to the ongoing media obsession with reporting negative stories about transgender 
people, it may even be more relevant now than when it was first performed.” - The Skinny
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Queen Jesus Productions presents 
The Gospel According to Jesus, Queen of Heaven 10th Anniversary 
Wednesday 30 October to Saturday 2 November 2019

Tron Theatre Ltd, 63 Trongate, Glasgow, G1 5HB


Programme 

O Evangelho Segundo Jesus, Rainha do Ceu + Q&A 
Brazil, Queen Jesus Productions + Queen Jesus Plays BR 
7.45pm, 30 October 2019


The Gospel According to Jesus, Queen of Heaven + Q&A 
UK, Queen Jesus Productions In Association With The Tron Theatre Company 
7.45pm, 31 October - 2 November 2019




Untitled 2009 
UK, Queen Jesus Productions + Outspoken Arts Scotland 
2.30pm, 2 November 2019


The Gospel According to Queer Theory 
Late night cabaret with Queer Theory 
10pm, 1 November 2019 (off-site venue, no presales)


Book launch and reading 
10th Anniversary commemorative book launch and reading 
Afternoon, 2 November 2019 (off-site venue, no presales)


To book; https://www.tron.co.uk/whatson/ / 0141 552 4267


www.queenjesusproductions.com/

T @jesusthequeen | FB @JesusQueenofHeaven


Jo Clifford: A Statement On The Tenth Anniversary Of ‘The Gospel According To Jesus 
Queen Of Heaven’ 
“From the moment this play opened it has been the focus of prejudice and hatred.

I can remember the trauma of that first week back in 2009: the hundreds of angry protesters

outside the theatre, the ridicule and hostility of the tabloid press, the atrocious prejudice in the 
condemnations from church leaders, the hundreds of thousands of hate-filled comments on the 
world wide web.


They all wanted to silence me. Alongside my profound fear and shame, I had a strong sense

that this play mattered and a stubborn determination to ensure that it lived on.

Thanks to Annabel Cooper and Susan Worsfold, my amazing sisters here in Scotland, and

Renata Carvalho, Gabi Gonçalves and Natalia Mallo, my amazing sisters in Brazil, the play

does live on.


I am so proud of this. And proud that it continues to move audiences and change people’s

lives here and throughout the world. It feels miraculous and wonderful that we’re able to celebrate 
the tenth anniversary this October in the Tron with new performances; that we can welcome the 
Brazilian production too; and do this in the context of queer workshops, queer cabaret, and a new 
piece of queer work.


AND celebrate the publication of a new edition of the play with the statements from many

people whose lives have been changed by it.


I can’t wait….”


JO CLIFFORD


Notes for Editors/Credits 

The Gospel According to Jesus, Queen of Heaven + Q&A 
UK, Queen Jesus Productions In Association With The Tron Theatre Company

7.45pm, 31 October - 2 November 2019

Writer and performer Jo Clifford

Director and designer Susan Worsfold

Lighting designer George Tarbuck




Producer Annabel Cooper


O Evangelho Segundo Jesus, Rainha do Ceu + Q&A 
Brazil, Queen Jesus Productions + Queen Jesus Plays BR

7.45pm, 30 October 2019

Written by Jo Clifford

Translator and director Natalia Mallo

Performer Renata Carvahlo

Also supported by British Council


Untitled 2009 
UK, Queen Jesus Productions + Outspoken Arts Scotland

2.30pm, 2 November 2019

Writer Nelly Kelly

Director David Woods

Producer Annabel Cooper



