
 

PRESS RELEASE 
THE CONTEMPORARY ART SOCIETY’S RAPID RESPONSE FUND 

SUPPORTS MUSEUMS AND COMMUNITIES IN READING, 
LIVERPOOL AND GLASGOW AS DONATIONS PASS £200,000  

• The CAS Rapid Response Fund, in partnership with Frieze London, is a new initiative 
supporting artists and museums during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• Over £200,000 has already been raised, with a crowdfunding campaign raising the majority  
• As part of the crowdfunding campaign, limited-edition facemasks, designed by top artists – 

David Shrigley, Eddie Peake, Linder and Yinka Shonibare – are available for £35 each, or 
£120 for all four until 10 June 2020 

• The CAS Rapid Response Fund will be used to purchase works by artists to add to 
collections of museums across the UK – ensuring financial support goes where it is needed 
most  

• Today, CAS announces the first recipients of the CAS Rapid Response Fund with more 
recipients to be announced each month 

[WEDNESDAY 3 June] Three works by Glasgow-born artist Rabiya Choudhry are among the first 
acquisitions through the Contemporary Art Society’s Rapid Response Fund following a crowdfunding 
campaign that has raised total donations to over £200,000. The works are being donated to GoMA, 
Glasgow and will form the centrepiece of their reopening exhibition Domestic Bliss, following the lifting 
of lockdown restrictions. The acquisition is one of three awards to be made by the fund, since its 
launch in May, alongside pieces by Eleanor Lakelin (Reading Museum) and Granby Workshop (The 
Victoria Gallery & Museum).   

A neon work, Dad (2018) puts her father’s name ‘Mazhar’ in lights, celebrating Glasgow’s Asian 
community and her father’s occupation as a shop owner, now classed as ‘essential workers’ during 
the Covid-19 crisis. Two paintings address mental health and the internal and external factors that 
affect it – a conversation even more prevalent within the context of lockdown. 

Rabiya Choudhry, artist, said: “GoMA has from my earliest memories inspired me and showed me 
the potential of what art can be, so I am overwhelmed to have my work represented in their collection. 
I hope the artworks acquired inspire others like me who used to go along to a big public gallery and 
dream that one day, they could be part of it. I believe the works acquired are very pertinent to the 
times we currently find ourselves in and the struggles we are all now facing, so I am happy that they 
now have the freedom to be able to be seen and connect with large numbers of people.” 

Duncan Dornan, Head of Glasgow Museums, said: “Glasgow Museums is delighted to acquire these 
intriguing works by Rabiya Choudhry, through the support of CAS and Frieze’s Rapid Response 
Fund. Choudhry has been on our radar since her wonderful exhibition COCO!NUTS! at Transmission 
in 2018, of which all three of the works we will receive were featured. Choudhry’s work is personal 
and honest yet speaks to and for so many. Discussing issues such as anxiety, mental health, racism, 
guilt, family, joy and fear, Choudhry’s work seems particularly appropriate at this time.   

These works will enable the team at GoMA to engage our community in dialogue as we all to try to 
make sense of the complex and often difficult context we are currently living in. The themes echoed in 
Choudhry’s work support many of the strands of work Glasgow Museums do, such as GoMA’s Mindful 
Art Sessions around mental health and Orientation sessions for refugees and migrants in the city, 
which we have adapted and expanded to support communities during the Covid Crisis. The artwork 
also feeds into wider strands of work across all our museums, including projects involving our Asian 
communities and the continual work and reflection on Glasgow and the Legacies of Empire. 
Choudhry’s work will be a welcome and thought-provoking addition to Glasgow Museums collection 
now and for future generations.” 



Rabiya Choudhry’s (b.1982) work explores the themes of identity and cultural displacement in 
contemporary British society with a darkly comedic approach. She trained at Edinburgh College of Art 
to MA level and had a major solo exhibition at Glasgow's artist run space Transmission Gallery in 
2018. Choudhry previously participated in the Dundee Contemporary Arts’ exhibition DCA Thomson 
(2016-17). She was commissioned by Glasgow’s ‘Tramway Local’ programme to produce Govanhill-
based public engagement project Sign Of The Times (2017). 

Reading Museum and the Victoria Gallery & Museum in Liverpool will also be receiving works with 
strong links to their communities during this first round of acquisitions through the CAS Rapid 
Response Fund. Artist Eleanor Lakelin has been commissioned to create an artwork made from the 
wood of felled chestnut trees outside Reading Gaol, which has recently been sold by the Ministry of 
Justice despite a concerted community campaign to save the prison and turn the buildings into a 
community arts complex. The work will memorialise the gaol’s most famous inmate, Oscar Wilde, and 
will take its title from the first words he uttered upon leaving the prison: “Oh beautiful world!” 

The Victoria Gallery & Museum in Liverpool will receive a room size body of work by Liverpool’s 
Granby Workshop who, as part of the Assemble co-operative, won the Turner Prize in 2015. Granby 
Workshop is operated by a group of residents in Liverpool's Toxteth area, who use local materials – 
many collected from the disused Victorian terraced houses in the Granby Street neighbourhood – to 
craft ceramic products. 

The CAS Rapid Response Fund, in partnership with Frieze London, is a response to the Covid-19 
pandemic to support both artists and museums across the UK. Museums which are members of the 
Contemporary Art Society are invited to apply to buy art and craft that will support their civic role when 
they reopen after the lockdown is lifted.  

The fund is designed to support as many different artists and local museums as possible, based on 
the understanding that our museums will play a vital role in our communities as we exit the crisis. The 
money raised purchases artworks by British-based artists, providing financial support to artists, 
technicians and art handlers, many of whom work on a freelance basis and have seen their income 
streams decimated over recent weeks, due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The CAS Rapid Response Fund also ensures that when museums reopen, they are able to reach out 
to their communities through new acquisitions, playing a vital role in civic healing and mental 
wellbeing. 

The fund has already raised £207,000, which will support around 20 acquisitions. £100,000 was 
raised through the generosity of CAS Patrons and a further £107,000 has been raised so far through 
the CAS’s first crowdfunding campaign, which closes on 10 June 2020.  

People who donate £35 will receive a limited-edition facemask designed by top artists – David 
Shrigley, Eddie Peake, Linder and Yinka Shonibare. £120 will buy a pack of all four. For those wishing 
to pledge further financial support, £2,500 will allow donors to become an honorary Patron of the 
Contemporary Art Society for a year. The crowdfunding campaign is only live for three weeks – from 
Wednesday 20 May to Wednesday 10 June.  

Caroline Douglas, Director, Contemporary Art Society, said: “We have acted as quickly as we could 
to mobilise resources to mitigate some of the effects of the current crisis on artists, and in designing 
this new fund we have tried to make it work doubly hard, supporting our Member Museums as they 
prepare to open their doors again, and resume their place within their communities.  The three awards 
we have made in May are a wonderful first expression of these ambitions, and I look forward to 
making further awards in the coming months.” 

The Contemporary Art Society’s partnership with Frieze London allows the campaign to reach even 
more art lovers and collectors, both attendees to the art fairs and readers of the magazines.  

Eva Langret, Artistic Director, Frieze London said: “We are thrilled with the success of the  Rapid 
Response Fund so far – and we want to thank our many supporters, who have helped  raise over 



£200,000 in just two weeks. With the first round of acquisitions being announced so soon after 
launching the campaign, it is particularly satisfying to see the rapid, cogent and direct impact that this 
initiative has on U.K. based artists and museums. We look forward to many more acquisitions over 
the coming months.” 

Applications are being reviewed by the 2020 CAS Acquisitions Advisory Committee, an external panel 
chaired by Caroline Douglas, Director of the CAS, consisting of leading curators, writers and artists 
(full committee list in notes to editors). Further purchases will be announced at the beginning of each 
month will continue as further funds are raised.  

For more information please contact: 

Marcus Crofton, Communications Manager, Contemporary Art Society 
marcus@contemporaryartsociety.org 
+44 (0)7986 330458 

Katie Campbell, Account Director, Brunswick Arts 
contemporaryartsociety@brunswickgroup.com 
+44 (0)7392 871272 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Notes to Editors: 

If you would like to donate to the CAS Rapid Response Fund please visit 
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/rapidresponsefund.  

1. HOW THE CAS RAPID RESPONSE FUND WORKS  

The CAS Rapid Response Fund, in partnership with Frieze London, borrows the model of the CAS 
Collections Fund, which uses donations to directly fund the acquisition of important works of 
contemporary art for museum collections. Open to buy work from both fine art and craft practitioners, 
museums apply by making a case for how a specific artwork will support them in engaging with their 
local communities when they reopen. 

Applications are being reviewed on a rolling basis by the 2020 CAS Acquisitions Advisory Committee: 
Helen Legg, Director, Tate Liverpool; Patricia Bickers, Editor, Art Monthly; Haroon Mirza, Artist; 
Ben Cooke, Director, LUX; Tanya Harrod, writer and curator; Alison Britton, ceramicist, writer, 
curator; and Sarah Griffin, Independent curator. 

2. ABOUT CONTEMPORARY ART SOCIETY 

The Contemporary Art Society champions the collecting of outstanding contemporary art and craft in 
the UK. Since 1910 the charity has donated thousands of works by living artists to museums, from 
Picasso, Bacon, Hepworth and Moore in their day, through to the influential artists of our times. Sitting 
at the heart of cultural life in the UK, the Contemporary Art Society brokers philanthropic support for 
the benefit of museums and their audiences across the entire country. Their work ensures that the 
story of art continues to be told now and for future generations. www.contemporaryartsociety.org 

3. ABOUT FRIEZE 

Frieze is the world’s leading platform for modern and contemporary art for scholars, connoisseurs, 
collectors and the general public alike. Frieze comprises three magazines—frieze, Frieze Masters 
Magazine and Frieze Week—and four international art fairs—Frieze London, Frieze Masters, Frieze 
New York and Frieze Los Angeles.  



Frieze was founded in 1991 by Matthew Slotover and Amanda Sharp, with the launch of frieze 
magazine, the leading international magazine of contemporary art and culture. In 2003, Sharp and 
Slotover launched Frieze London art fair, which takes place each October in The Regent’s Park, 
London. In 2012, they launched Frieze New York, which occurs each May in Randall’s Island Park, 
and Frieze Masters, which coincides with Frieze London in October and is dedicated to art from 
ancient to modern. In 2019, Frieze launched Frieze Los Angeles, which took place February 14–17, 
2019 at Paramount Pictures Studios, Los Angeles.  In 2016, Frieze entered into a strategic 
partnership with Endeavor a global entertainment, sports and content company.  

4. ABOUT COLLECTIONS FUND AT FRIEZE LONDON 

Frieze London has partnered with the Contemporary Art Society since 2016, when the CAS brought 
its Collections Fund to the fair to acquire significant contemporary works for its Museum Members 
across the UK. Past acquisitions have included works by John Akomfrah and Kader Attia for mima, 
Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art (2016), Dineo Seshee Bopape for Towner Art Gallery, 
Eastbourne (2017); Kehinde Wiley and Zadie Xa for The Box, Plymouth (2018); and Zanele Muholi for 
Nottingham Castle Museum & Art Gallery (2019). 

5. LIST OF CAS MUSEUMS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR FUNDS 

Abbot Hall Art Gallery, Kendal 
Aberdeen Art Gallery & Museums 
Amgueddfa Cymru – National Museum Wales, 
Cardiff 
Ashmolean Museum, University of Oxford 
The Atkinson, Southport 
Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery 
The Box, Plymouth  
Bristol Museum & Art Gallery 
The British Museum, London 
Bury Art Museum 
Cartwright Hall Art Gallery, Bradford 
The Collection & Usher Gallery, Lincoln 
Doncaster Museum & Art Gallery 
Ferens Art Gallery, Hull 
Gallery of Modern Art (GoMA), Glasgow 
Gallery Oldham 
Glynn Vivian Art Gallery, Swansea 
Government Art Collection, London 
Graves Gallery, Museums Sheffield 
Grundy Art Gallery, Blackpool 
Guildhall Art Gallery, London 
Harris Museum, Art Gallery & Library, Preston 
Hatton Gallery, Newcastle University 
The Hepworth Wakefield 
Herbert Art Gallery & Museum, Coventry 
Huddersfield Art Gallery 
The Hunterian, University of Glasgow 
Imperial War Museum, London 
Laing Art Gallery, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Leamington Spa Art Gallery & Museum  
Leeds Art Gallery 
Manchester Art Gallery 
The McManus, Dundee 

Mead Gallery, University of Warwick  
Mercer Art Gallery, Harrogate 
Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art (MIMA) 
Museum of London 
National Maritime Museum, London 
National Museums Scotland 
The New Art Gallery Walsall 
New Walk Museum and Art Gallery, Leicester 
Norwich Castle Museum & Art Gallery 
Nottingham Castle Museum & Art Gallery 
Pallant House Gallery, Chichester 
Peter Scott Gallery, Lancaster University 
The Pier Arts Centre, Stromness 
The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery, Stoke-
on-Trent 
Reading Museum 
Royal Albert Memorial Museum & Art Gallery, 
Exeter 
Royal Pavilion & Museums Brighton & Hove 
Rugby Art Gallery & Museum 
Science Museum, London 
Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art, 
Edinburgh 
Shipley Art Gallery, Gateshead 
South London Gallery 
Southampton City Art Gallery 
The Stanley & Audrey Burton Gallery, 
University of Leeds 
Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens 
Swindon Museum & Art Gallery  
Tate 
Touchstones Rochdale 
Towner Art Gallery, Eastbourneie House 
Museums & Art Gallery, Carlisle 



UH Arts, University of Hertfordshire 
University of Salford Art Collection 
Victoria Gallery & Museum, University of 
Liverpool 
Walker Art Gallery, National Museums 
Liverpool 

Williamson Art Gallery & Museum, Birkenhead 
The Whitworth, Manchester 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery  
York Art Gallery 
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