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BLOCK BLOCK BLOCK
has been developed for
the opulent Gallery 1 in
the Gallery of Modern
Art (GoMA) as part of a
series of performances
commissioned by the
charity Glasgow Life to
mark the museum’s 25th
anniversary and
supported by Art Fund’s
Respond and Reimagine
Fund.

www.black-daniels.com

Protagonist Antagonist/  
BLOCK BLOCK BLOCK

Stephanie Black-Daniels is an artist, researcher and facilitator based in Glasgow
whose practice explores the dynamics between body, object and action.

Thomas McCulloch is a producer and performance artist. He graduated from the
RCS (formally RSAMD) in 2010 with a first class honours degree in Contemporary
Performance Practice. He has presented his performance work at The Arches,
Buzzcut Festival, Green Room Manchester and with Perfo Puerto Chile.  

This writing accompanies the performance and
installation BLOCK BLOCK BLOCK, 2021 by artist and
researcher Stephanie Black-Daniels. 

BLOCK BLOCK BLOCK has been developed post-
pandemic as the artist finds her place as a new mother,
artist and her practice of live performance in relation to
the architecture of public buildings

This is a response to the live performance that took
place on Friday 22nd October 2021 in Gallery 1 at the
Gallery of Modern Art, Glasgow. The text is intended to
be another layer to access the themes of the work and a
way to invite audiences that are currently unable to
attend in-person events due to COVID-19. It can be read
whilst wandering through the installation or at home,
providing a different angle to explore some of the
themes in the work such as bodies, territory and their
aesthetic, political and social distance with one another. 

.

This work utilises a pre-recorded binaural sound
design which remains in the space post performance,
connecting us physically to the space and objects, and
question our everyday context in this theatrical
setting. The artist invites you to listen to this 30min
sound design whilst engaging with the text in the
gallery or at home through headphones.
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They pray. They look into the mirror. They
pose like warriors. They pull their hoods up
tight. The peek from behind the shields.
They ready themselves. The strike. They fall.
They rest. They stand. They lift the shield.
They curl. They unfurl. They exercise. They
exalt. They frame. They look for each other.
They hide. They barricade. They gesture.
They avoid. They connect. They are fearless.
They are afraid. They sigh. They breathe.
They build. They move. They stop. They
birth. They recover. They repeat.  

She prays. She looks into the mirror. She poses
like a warrior. She pulls her hood up tight. She
peeks from behind the shield. She readies
herself. She strikes. She falls. She rests. She
stands. She lifts the shield. She curls. She unfurls.
She exercises. She exalts. She frames. She looks
for you. She hides. She barricades. She gestures.
She avoids. She connects. She is fearless. She
fears. She sighs. She breathes. She builds. She
moves. She stops. She births. She recovers. She
repeats. 

She is praying. She is looking into the mirror.
She is posing like a warrior. She is pulling her
hood up tight. She is peeking from behind
steel. She is readying herself. She is struck. She
is falling. She is resting. She is standing. She is
lifting the shield. She is curled. She is unfurling.
She is an exercise. She is exalted. She is framed.
She is looking for you. She is hiding. She is
barricading. She is gesturing. She is avoiding.
She is connecting. She is unafraid. She is afraid.
She is sighing. She is breathing. She is building.
She is moving. She is birthing. She is recovering.
She is repeating.

They are praying. They are looking into the
mirror. They are posing like warriors. They
are pulling their hoods up tight. They are
peeking from behind steel. They are readying
themselves. They are struck. They are falling.
They are resting. They are standing. They are
lifting their shields. They are curling. They are
unfurling. They are an exercise. They are
exalted. They are framed. They are looking
for each other. They are hiding. They are
barricading. They are gesturing. They are
avoiding. They are connecting. They are
unafraid. They are afraid. They are sighing.
They are breathing. They are building. They
are moving. They are birthing. They are
recovering. They are repeating. 



www.black-daniels.co.uk

Research for BLOCK BLOCK BLOCK was originally supported through the Open Bodies programme. Open Bodies: a residency
programme for artists working with performance with an interest in gender and/or sexuality, designed jointly by Despina (Rio de
Janeiro) and Fruitmarket Gallery (Edinburgh) with support from British Council and Creative Scotland and presented as part of
SSA | VAS OPEN 2019.

Performers: Lily Ross-MIllard & Christiana Bissett
Sound Design: Calum Patterson
Digital graphics: Louie Pegna

Image credit 
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4 - 6 Black-Daniels, BLOCK BLOCK BLOCK, 2021, digital score, by Louie Pegna

We pray. We look into the mirror. We pose
like warriors. We pull our hoods up tight. We
peek from behind steel. We are ready. We
are struck. We fall. We rest. We stand. We lift
the shield. We curl. We unfurl. We exercise.
We exalt. We frame. We look for us. We
hide. We barricade. We gesture. We avoid.
We connect. We are fearless. We are afraid.
We sigh. We breathe. We build. We move.
We birth. We pose. We recover. We repeat.       
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She has prayed. She has looked into the
mirror. She has posed like a warrior. She has
pulled her hood up tight. She has peeked
from behind steel. She has been ready. She
has been struck. She has fallen. She has
rested. She has stood. She has lifted the
shield. She has curled. She has unfurled. She
has an exercise machine. She has been
exalted. She has been framed. She has looked
for you. She hid. She has barricaded. She has
gestured. She has avoided it. She has
connected. She has no fear. She has been
afraid. She has sighed. She has breathed. She
has built. She has moved. She has been
birthed. She has recovered. She has repeated.

They have prayed. They have looked into the
mirror. They have posed like warriors. They
have pulled their hoods up tight. They have
peeked from behind steel. They have been
ready. They have been struck. They have
fallen. They have rested. They have stood.
They have lifted the shield. They have curled.
They have unfurled. They have an exercise
machine. They have been exalted. They have
been framed. They have looked for each
other. They have hidden. They have
barricaded. They have gestured. They have
avoided. They have connected. They have no
fear. They have been afraid. They have
sighed. They breathed. They have built. They
have moved. They have birthed. They have
recovered. They have repeated.


